With regard to his "S&S" findings, Mr. Franks confirmed
that he again relied on the National Gypsum guidelines.
In his opinion, the conditions along the cited supply road
were typical of conditions which have resulted in roof falls
in other similar mine areas (Tr. 64} .  He testified that
mantrips travel the area, and the roof in several places
was broken (Tr. 67) , and other roof areas had been truss
bolted and timbered (Tr. 77).  All of these factors, including
the fact that people have been hurt in roof falls in the No. 9
mine, influenced his decision that the violation was "S&S"
(Tr. 63-64) .

Although the respondent disputed Inspector Franksr "S&S"
finding with respect to Citation No. 2338193, it did not
dispute the fact that the conditions described by Mr. Franks
with regard to the wide entries constituted a violation of
the mine roof control plan and mandatory safety standard
section 75.200 (Tr. 83-84).

With regard to his "S&S" finding, Mr. Franks testified
that the cited area was in a coal producing section where
miners had to travel to cut and load out coal, or to drill
and pin the roof (Tr. 86).  He believed that by driving the
entries wider than allowed by the roof control plan, a wider
area of unsupported roof is exposed, thereby creating a
hazard which could reasonably likely cause an accident
(Tr. 85, 105-107).

Mr. Franks conceded that he was not aware of any roof
falls in the mine caused by wide entries, but he indicated
that the mine has had quite a few violations of the roof
control plan, and that he believed there were 23 roof plan
violations issued over a 17 month period (Tr* 87) .  He also
alluded to an accident report which indicated that two people
had been injured by a reported roof fall at the mine (Tr, 88) .
Mr. Franks indicated that from March 11, 1983 to September 30,
1984, 23 roof control violations were issued, and 12 were "of
a serious nature, S&S" (Tr. 96),

Mr. Franks confirmed MSHA's policy guidelines concerning
the application of section 75.201, with regard to the definition
of the term "excessive width" (Tr. 92-93) .  He conceded that
excessive widths are not prevalent on the cited section or
in the mine, and he did not believe that this was a common
practice (Tr. 93) .  Abatement was achieved by installing
additional timbers to reduce the widths of the cited entries
(Tr. 95),
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